
Mauritania Solar energy is a blessing for us for many reasons… water for irrigation 
to produce agriculture products for sale and consumption and potable 
water to alleviate women chores. Solar energy introduced  the 
internet, light for our kids to learn their lessons at night, and battery 
recharging business for our cellular phones for communication.

-- Vatma Salka Mint Ely from Legneiba, Mauritania
Grant recipient of USADF's off-grid energy program

ENERGY SECTOR OVERVIEW

Mauritania, under its 2016 Accelerated Growth and Shared Prosperity Strategy, considers energy to be a priority 

for poverty reduction. As a result, Mauritania’s government is working to expand its electricity supply and 

encourage investment in the renewable energy sector to stimulate the economy.

Mauritania is endowed with substantial renewable energy resources, in particular solar, wind, and hydro, as well 

as natural gas reserves. The majority of its existing capacity comes from HFO generation, while the rest comes 

from large hydro, solar PV, and wind generation. Mauritania has one state-owned electricity utility: SOMELEC.

Independent power producers (IPPs) are not yet involved in electricity production. Despite high resource 

potential and opportunities for cross-border export, Mauritania’s power sector faces significant challenges, 

including access to financing, an inadequate grid network, electricity transfer, and a lack of stable regulatory and 

tariff structure. 

Population: 4.3 million

GDP Growth: 2%

GDP/Cap (PPP): $3,853

Ease of Doing Business: 160

GENERATION CAPACITY CONNECTIONS

Installed Capacity: 380 MW

▪ Fossil Fuels: 263 MW

▪ Renewables: 117 MW

Power Africa New MW to Date

▪ Reached Financial Close: N/A

Power Africa 2030 Pipeline: 

▪ 180 MW

Current Access Rate: 29%

▪ Rural: 2%  Urban: 47%

People without Power: 3 million

Power Africa Off-Grid Connections: 

8,400

INVESTMENT AND ENABLING ENVIRONMENT

Biggest Issues and Bottlenecks Power Africa Interventions

1. Access to Financing

2. Creditworthiness of utility

3. Lack of stable regulatory structure

1. Transaction Advisory Assistance

2. Support to private off-grid companies 



POWER AFRICA’S ENGAGEMENT IN MAURITANIA

MW GENERATION

Power Africa has provided regional transaction advisory support for the 180 MW Banda Gas-to-Power 

project with the goal of accelerate reaching financial close

CONNECTIONS

Since 2013, Power Africa has facilitated 8,436 connections in solar lanterns through partnerships with 

private off-grid companies. This assistance has supported the government’s strategy of increasing rural 

access to electricity. 

ABOUT POWER AFRICA

Power Africa is comprised of 12 U.S. Government Agencies, over 140 private companies, and 16 bilateral and 

multilateral development partners to support sub-Saharan governments by working together to increase the 

numbers of people with access to power. Power Africa’s goal is to achieve 30,000 MW of new generated power 

and 60 million new connections by 2030 to reach 300 million Africans.

CONTACT US

Post Contact

Lisa Washington-Sow

lwashington-sow@usaid.gov

Coordinator, Power Africa

Andrew M. Herscowitz

powerafrica@usaid.gov

Country Desk Officer

Monique St. Jarre

mstjarre@usaid.gov

www.usaid.gov/powerafrica | www.facebook.com/PowerAfrica
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